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Maori Myth – Maui and the birds 

CAST:          Maui            Tieke         Hihi           Piitoitoi          Kokako 

                     Narrator 1   and 2     

Narrator 1 Deep in the native New Zealand forest Maui walks home.       

MAUI Wrestling with the sun is thirsty work.  

Narrator 2 Maui looks up at the four birds following him. 

MAUI Now that I’ve slowed the sun down so you’ll have longer days,  

                            perhaps one of you birds could do something for me? 

Narrator 1 The birds flew closer around his head to listen. 

MAUI Could one of you bring me some water? 

Narrator 2 None of the birds answered. 

 Maui Tieke, can you fetch me water? I’m so thirsty.  

Narrator 1 Tieke flew off ignoring his request.  

Maui Come back here, you scroundrel. 

Narrator 2  Maui caught Tieke with his hot hand and flung him into the water.  

Narrator 1 To this day, Tieke has a brown mark across his back. 

Maui Hihi, can you fetch me water? I’m so thirsty. 

Hihi No, I will not. Get it yourself.  

Narrator 2  Maui grabbed Hihi and threw her into the fire.  

Narrator 1 It singed some of her feathers and 

                             still today, she has yellow tips on her  wings. 

Piitoitoi I’ll fetch you some water. 
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Narrator 2  Piitoitoi flew to the river. She hovered above the water,  

                             dipping her head in just enough to fill her beak.   

Narrator 1 She flew back to Maui and trickled the precious water,  

                            drip by drip, into Maui’s mouth. 

Maui Thank you, Piitoitoi. You shall have snowy white breast  

                            feathers for all to remember your kindness.  

Narrator 2 However, Maui was still thirsty.   

Maui (Maui smacks his lips.) Kokako,can you fetch me water?  

                            I’m still thirsty.”   

Kokako Whatever you wish, Maui. 

Narrator 1 Kokako bobbed his head and flew to the river.   

Narrator 2 He stood on the muddy bank and filled his ears with water.  

Narrator 1 He flew back to Maui and dripped the water, droplet by  

                            droplet, into Maui’s mouth. 

Maui  Thank you, kokako. For your kindness I shall pull your legs  

                            long so all can remember your kindness. 

Narrator 1 Maui continued on his journey home now that he had  

                            quenched his thirst. 

Narrator 2  Kokako followed him jumping and gliding like a monkey  

                             on his long and slender legs. 

 

Ends 
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What you know about 

kokako predators. 

What you want to find out 

about kokako predators. 

What  you Learnt about 

kokako predators and what 

is being done about them. 

   

MAIN IDEA: 

SUPPORTING IDEAS: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

What did Geordie 
see at Matahina 

Forest that worried 
him?

Why did hearing 
the kokako bird 
change things?

Who did he 
convince that 
logging should 

stop?

How did he get the 
word out about 

what was 
happening?

Why did this impact 
on what the logging 
company did next?
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